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See MESSAGE, page 2

Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 

e know “normal,” and 
I think all of us know 
what the “new normal” 

is all about. New normal is how 
we handle the day-to-day and week-to-
week life imposed upon us by the pan-
demic. It’s about masks and hand san-
itizer and avoiding crowds. For many, 
it has meant watching church on their 
sofa. (Which was my congregation’s 
only and much-appreciated option last 
year during Lent and throughout much 
of the Easter season.)

But that worship-from-your-sofa 

manifestation of the new 
normal won’t last because the 
coronavirus will be contained 
eventually. Right?

I’m not so sure about that. 
I’m afraid that force of habit 
has changed some of us when 
it comes to our worship life. 

Don’t get me wrong! At first, none of 
us really knew what to do when news 
came to us of a deadly virus invading 
our country. So we social distanced We 
stayed home. Not all, but most of our 
churches suspended in-person worship 
services and provided services online. 
In support of this, we raised up the 
Fourth Commandment, respecting the 
precautions recommended or mandat-
ed by our governing leaders. We raised 

up the Fifth Commandment, not want-
ing to hurt or harm our neighbor by 
possibly being a spreader of the virus.

It is good and right to be concerned 
about our health and the health of 
those around us. That’s part of our 
calling as Christians.

But our physical health is the penulti-
mate. It’s very, very important, but it is 
second in importance to our spiritual 
health. Online worship is fine and it is 
necessary for a season, but it is a dis-
tant second to that of first importance: 
Gathering in God’s house to receive 
God’s gifts in Word and Sacrament and 
to sing His praises.

And that is where the church could 
have problems as the coronavirus is 
subsiding and as we plan and hope for 
the normal after the new normal. 

I googled, “How quickly are habits 
formed?” The first explanation that 
popped up was: It can take anywhere 
from 18 to 254 days for a person to 
form a new habit and an average  
of 66 days for a new behavior to  
become automatic. 

It has been nearly 365 days since 
we have implemented new ways of 
delivering the Word of God and have 
taken various precautions to ensure 
the physical safety of people when it 
comes to church services and activities. 
As necessary and blessed as the online 
delivery of the Word of God has been, I 
fear that too many people have become 
too comfortable worshiping via internet 

The normal after 
the new normal

Time to re-focus on 
our spiritual health
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Call  
Information

PENDING
▶  Rev. Ken Johnson, pastor 

of Zion/Our Savior, Avon/
Springfield, has been called 
as associate pastor, Faith, 
Sioux Falls, Jan. 27.

VACANCIES
▶  Aberdeen, St. Paul  

(assistant pastor)

▶ Hot Springs, Bethesda
▶ Leola, St. Paul
▶  Mitchell, Zion (associate 

pastor)

▶  Sioux Falls, Faith (associate 
pastor)

▶  Sisseton/Waubay,  
Emmanuel/Zion

▶ White, Zion
▶  Winner/Hamill/

Reliance, Christ/
Zion/Trinity

MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

Rev. David Strable was 
installed as pastor of 
Holy Cross, Onida; 

Trinity, Blunt; and Imman-
uel, Harrold. The service 
was held Dec. 27 at Holy 
Cross. 

Rev. Scott Sailer, South 
Dakota District president, 
served as the preacher 
and officiant; Rev. David 
Otten, pastor of Emmanu-
el, Gettysburg, and Christ, 
Lebanon, was the liturgist; 
and Rev. Ray Greenseth, 
circuit visitor and pastor of 
Messiah, Murdo; St. Paul, 
Draper; and Zion, Presho, 
was lector. Pastor Otten 

also served as vacancy 
pastor for Holy Cross. 

A native of Iowa, Pastor 
Strable graduated from 
Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne, 
Ind., in 2009 and served 
as associate pastor of New 
Life Lutheran Church, Fort 
Wayne (2009-19). Dave 
and his wife, Sally, have 
three children: Gennea, 
Jordan, and Eleanor.

Thanks be to God for 
answering His people’s 
prayers for a pastor, and 
for bringing the Strables to 
the beloved South Dakota 
District!

Three-point parish  
welcomes Pastor Strable

From left, Revs. Ray 
Greenseth, Scott Sailer, 
David Strable and 
David Otten.

Pastor Strable is 
pictured with his wife, 
Sally, and their  
daughter, Eleanor.

live-streaming. After a year, it has become 
a habit. It may even have morphed into 
watching the worship sometime later, on 
demand … “when I get around to it.” That 
has happened because we can find a lot of 
other things to do at 9 a.m. on a Sunday 
morning instead of taking in the live service. 
New habits may be forming.

“But President Sailer, I’m still hearing God’s 
Word, aren’t I?” Well, yes. But are you receiv-
ing Christ’s Body and Blood in the Lord’s 
Supper? Are you singing God’s praises? 
Are you encouraging a sister in Christ, over 
there, in a pew on the other side of the nave, 
who needs your encouragement? Are you 
being encouraged by that respected brother 
in Christ in the narthex after the service? 

What we’ve been through has been hard. 
Throughout the past year, I have called for 
pastors and congregations to be gracious 
and understanding as they deal in different 
ways with life in the congregation, in view of 
the uncertainties brought to us by a global 
pandemic. 

But now, we are slowly moving out of the 
pandemic as vaccines become available. My 
call to you now is to remember that God 
created the church to gather. We must help 
and encourage one another to develop the 
soul-healthy habit of being together and 
encountering Jesus through His Gospel, 
proclaimed and received personally in the 
Lord’s Supper.

Let that, once again, be our normal, after 
we’ve experienced a prolonged new normal.

Your servant in Christ 
Pastor Scott Sailer
“Not ashamed of the Gospel”  
Rom. 1:16; 16:25-27
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Send submissions 
       for the  
district supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher
▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
▶  8605 Woodland Dr.  

Black Hawk, SD 57718

The deadline for the  
May issue is March 15. 

During a service on Jan. 3, Zion Lutheran Church, 
White, formally entered into a parish agreement with 
Peace, Brookings, and Redeemer, Flandreau. 

Revs. Tim Rynearson, pastor of Peace, and Samuel 
Thole, pastor of Redeemer, were installed as the pas-
tors of Zion. Rynearson will serve as senior pastor of 
the tri-parish and Thole will serve as assistant pastor. 

Rev. Scott Sailer, district president, was the officiant. 

Zion had been in a dual parish with First English 
Lutheran Church, Aurora, for many years until First 
English closed last year.

We thank the Lord of the church for the willingness 
of these pastors and the three congregations to work 
together in God’s Kingdom.

Churches form tri-parish

From left, Pastor Thole, his wife, Meagan, and their daughter, Elaina; and Pastor  
Rynearson and his wife, Ruth, and their son, Michael.

Rev. David Warner was installed as pastor of Our Redeemer, 
Custer, and Our Savior’s, Hill City, on Jan. 10. The service was 
held at Our Redeemer. 

David recently returned to the United States after serving as an 
LCMS missionary to Spain, where he served the 75 members 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Spain, who were spread 
throughout the country in 17 cities. The South Dakota District 
had been supporting Pastor Warner this current triennium 
through the LCMS Together in Mission program.

We welcome David and his wife, Shelee, to the South Dakota 
District. Most of all, we thank God for answering His people’s 
prayers.

From left, (front 
row) Revs. Robert 
Bohlmann, Scott 
Sailer, David Warner, 
John Fries, Robert 
Anderson; (back row) 
Ken Schmidt, Randy 
Sturzenbecher, 
Gordon Goldammer 
and Loren Cooper.

Warner installed at dual parish
Shelee and Rev. David Warner
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LWML HILITES

“Remember,  
God loves you.”
My 6-year-old grandson, 
Michael (now 32), whispered 
those words to me as he said 
goodbye. He and his dad, 
mom, and brothers were 
packed and ready to leave after 
a too-short vacation with us. 
Somehow he sensed that I was 
sad at their leaving and was 
consoling me the only way he knew how.

Besides being surprised that he would know to 
say this, I was humbled in knowing that God was 
caring for me through Michael.

It also made me think. Do I need to say those 
words more often to others around me?

And how do we say, “Remember, God loves you” to 
others? A plate of cookies to a shut-in, a pat on the 
back for someone who’s done well, a note of sym-
pathy, a smile to someone on the street, a “thank 
you” to a store clerk — all simple things that show 
God’s love through you.

LWML mite projects also give us the chance to 
show God’s love to many people in far-flung places 
such as Russia and Papua New Guinea, and closer 
to home with projects in Missouri, North and 
South Dakota. 

As we place our nickels, dimes and dollars in our 
mite boxes and pray for a particular project, we 
can softly whisper, “Remember, God loves you.”

And to all of you, dear LWML friends, “Remem-
ber, God loves you, too.”

patty’s ponderings

Thank you to Norma Harer, former LWML South 
District president. She sent to me a package of 
the HiLites articles written by my Mom, Annette 
Jarratt, when she was district president (1992-
96). The following article is Mom’s, but it certain-
ly also pertains to us in today’s world.

Patty Peters, LWML District President

Annette Jarratt Exciting news! 
Three of the 12 LWML South 
Dakota District Mission Grants 
have been paid and distributed. 
These recipients were chosen 
during the district convention 
last spring and are for the 2020-
22 biennium.

Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch 
in Minot, N.D., helps troubled 
children by providing psychiatric 
therapy and trauma-informed 
care. The children have a struc-
tured and safe Christ-centered 
environment in which to learn 
and heal. 

They are using their grant funds 
of $3,000 to update the audio 
equipment in their chapel. En-
hancing the worship experience 
gives the children there an added 
benefit as they hear God’s Word 
and express their praises to the 
Lord.

The international students in 

graduate school at Concor-
dia Seminary, St. Louis, are 
thankful for the $5,000 they 
received to help with the cost of 
the program. These students will 
return to their home nations to 
proclaim the life-changing Word.

Young children and their fam-
ilies will benefit from the new 
equipment Hot Springs Early 
Learning Center will purchase 
with a $4,000 grant. 

Three different ministries in 
three different areas, all funded 
by your generous donations! God 
is working in so many lives — lo-
cally, nationally and internation-
ally. Thank you for your contin-
ued support of our mission to 
spread the Gospel to all people. 

Please keep your mites coming. 
They are needed to complete the 
remaining nine mission grants! 
Blessings on all your efforts for 
the Lord!

Youth at Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch spend time with horses for 
comfort and healing.

Ministries blessed through 
MISSION GRANTS
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Rev. Daniel 
Grimmer
LWML District  
Pastoral Counselor

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

Women’s History 
Month has been 
celebrated in the 
United States 
every March 
since 1987. With 
limited time for 
the school cur-
riculum to have 
even a rudimen-
tary survey of 
American history, 
it can feel like 
history is domi-
nated by the words and deeds of men. 
But this would be giving short-shrift to 
women, who in many ways have made 
significant contributions in shaping this 
country’s past, present and future.

When reading the history of the church, 
the names, words and deeds of men 
loom large. But this is not because 
women saints of the Lord haven’t made 
bold and faithful witness to Christ 
Jesus and the Gospel throughout the 
20 centuries of Christian history. They 
have indeed. One needs only to recount 
the resplendent history of the LWML to 
see the Lord at work through the gifts 
and prayers of His people.

The story of the church is the story of 

tors, attacked by wild beasts and finally 
martyred with the sword.

Stories of faithful women like Perpetua 
and Felicitas are not rare in the history 
of the church. Along with the stories 
of many men who from their pulpits 
and their pens sounded forth the truth 
of God’s Word, church history is full 
of the stories of many women who in 
their vocations as mother, wife, friend 
and neighbor confessed the faith, many 
times under duress. Indeed, every story 
in church history is an opportunity to 
give thanks to Jesus, who has bestowed 
His grace so abundantly on all human-
ity — man, woman and child — so that 
together we might receive the forgive-
ness of sins and sound forth His praise!

faithful men and faithful women. The 
Scriptures certainly are interested in the 
stories of women, which is why the Bible 
is full of the stories of women like Sarah, 
Hagar, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, Han-
nah, Elizabeth, Mary and many others. 
Church history also has many accounts 
of women who courageously confessed 
Christ in Word and deed.

On March 7, the church remembers two 
faithful women and martyrs. Perpetua 
was a Roman noblewoman who togeth-
er with her servant, Felicitas, confessed 
faith in Christ and was baptized in 
203 A.D. Eventually, their faith was 
discovered and reported to the authori-
ties, who had them arrested and jailed. 
They had only to denounce Christ and 
be spared, but both continued steadfast 
in their confession of Jesus’ name in 
the midst of this persecution. Perpet-
ua’s father even visited her in jail and 
begged her to renounce Christ. She was 
a young mother, her child but an infant, 
and Felicitas was pregnant at the time. 
Yet the women were unswerving in 
their confession, and after Felicitas 
gave birth and their children were 
entrusted to relatives, they were both 
condemned to death. They met their 
end in the arena, scourged by gladia-

It seems like it’s just a few weeks ago that we were in the sea-
son of Advent, joyously awaiting our Savior’s birth. Now, in this 
season of Lent, we relive the sadness of the crucifixion — and 
the wonder and joy of that glorious Easter morning. 

Our South Dakota District LWML is also seeing changes this 
year. The COVID-19 vaccine will not be available to everyone 
by the end of April, when the District Retreat is usually held. 
Therefore, we are combining the District Retreat and the 
Christian Life Workshop into one event.

“God’s Quilt of Comfort Wrapping Up in the Psalms” will be 
the theme for the workshop/retreat. This will be a two-day 

event in Pierre, beginning at 1 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 17, and 
concluding at 3 p.m. on Saturday.

There will be a variety activities planned for our LWML 
members and friends of all ages to enjoy. Come prepared to 
participate in skits and servant events, sing and enjoy Bible 
studies led by our pastoral counselors.

We invite all LWML women of South Dakota to come, bring a 
friend and attend the workshop/retreat, to be “Wrapped Up in 
God’s Quilt of Comfort in the Psalms.”

Joy in Jesus 
Susan Buxcel • VP of Christian Life

Make plans for combined workshop/retreat

Church history is women’s history!
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

By Rev. Chris 
Navurskis 
Life Coordinator, 
South Dakota 
District

Virtual. I never 
thought I could 
dislike a word so 
much. I have seen 
it far too often 
these last 11 months. Now, there it was 
again as I opened my email and saw 
a message from March for Life. The 
message read:

The protection of all of those who 
participate in the annual March, as 
well as the many law enforcement 
personnel and others who work tire-
lessly each year to ensure a safe and 
peaceful event, is a top priority of 
the March for Life. In light of the fact 
that we are in the midst of a pan-
demic which may be peaking, and 
in view of the heightened pressures 
that law enforcement officers and 
others are currently facing in and 
around the Capitol, this year’s March 
for Life will look different. The annual 
rally will take place virtually.

Virtually? I was deflated — “in a state 
of having suddenly lost confidence or 

optimism,” as the dictionary defines the 
word.

It took a couple days for me to sort 
out my feelings. I was and remained 
disappointed that we did not have that 
visual presence as witnesses in our 
nation’s capital. I was sad for the loss of 
gathering with so many Christians and 
pondering the joy of Matt. 18:20. I felt 
like the pro-abortion opposition had 
won a victory, but there was something 
else bothering me that I couldn’t quite 
put into words.

I understand that the pandemic is a 
real and dangerous threat. I understand 
that real violence had occurred recently 
at the U.S. Capitol and can again. (As I 
write this, thousands of troops are be-
ing deployed to Washington, D. C., for 
Inauguration Day.) I understand that 
the March for Life organization cannot 
simply scrap all their plans and let an 
important day of remembrance pass 
unceremoniously. I also understand 
that the pandemic and political vola-
tility in our country make it just about 
impossible to schedule a dependable 
alternate date for the march later in 
2021. What I struggle to comprehend is 
our culture’s fear of being direct. Even 
the banner on their website was indi-

Virtual march?

rect and benign, simply saying: 
Click here for an important message 
about the March for Life.

Why not just say, “This year’s march 
has been canceled in favor of an on-
line presentation?” You cannot have 
a march virtually. It won’t just look 
different, it won’t be seen at all.

I can only assume that the March for 
Life leadership was expecting people 
like me to have a negative reaction and 
wanted to dull the pain. It seems like 
our culture is afraid of pain, which is 
unfortunate because pain has meaning. 
Physical pain leads you to pull your 
hand back when you touch something 
that could burn you, or warns you when 
a part of your body is injured and needs 
care. Emotional pain can help a person 
clarify his or her values, and lead to 
changes in behavior or inspire new 
modes of communication. It may lead 
to a person asking for help or express-
ing in words those wounds that were 
previously undisclosed. It may simply 
lead to appropriate mourning.

We have lived through a real pandemic 
which is still ongoing. We have been 
separated from dearly loved family 
and friends and brothers and sisters in 
Christ. We have been ill. We have lost 
time and opportunity. We have lost 
jobs. We have said goodbye to loved 
ones. It would be inappropriate to deal 
with that pain by attempting to dull its 
effect or mute its presence.

Jesus says in Matt. 5:4:
“ Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they shall be comforted.” 

When Jesus was born to the virgin 
Mary and walked this earth, he did not 
remove Himself from our mourning 
or live above our emotional trials. His 
friend, Lazarus, died, leaving his sisters 
crushed and confused, and Jesus wept. 
He wept over the earthly realities they 
faced and he wept over their life under 
the curse of sin and the Law. Gal. 4:4-5 
also says he was “born under the law to 
redeem those who were under the law.”

Because Christ is with us in our mourn-
ing to comfort us, we have comfort to 

See LIFE, page 8
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MISSION RECEIPTS

LCMS South Dakota District Congregational Year–to–Date Report of Mission Receipts for the  
12 months ending Jan. 14, 2021, compared to the 12 months ending Jan. 14, 2020

City, Congregation Comm.   2020  12 months  12 months         Avg/Per Comm. 
 Members   Intention 2020  2019   2020          2019 City, Congregation Comm.   2020  12 months  12 months         Avg/Per Comm. 

 Members   Intention 2020  2019   2020          2019

Circuit 1 – Aberdeen 
Aberdeen, Our Savior  324  10,000  12,120  14,745  37.41  45.51 
Aberdeen, St. John   88  12,500  16,032  15,936  182.18  181.09 
Aberdeen, St. Paul  826  50,000  50,350  50,595  60.96  61.25 
Andover, Zion  106  –  –  100  –  0.94 
Britton, St. John  154  –  7,000  6,000  45.45  38.96 
Columbia, St. John  106  7,750  7,750  11,085  73.11  104.58 
Cresbard, Concordia  58  2,150  5,225  3,075  90.09  53.02 
Doland, Redeemer  43  –  2,000  2,000  46.51  46.51 
Ferney, St. Paul  162  –  4,000  3,000  24.69  18.52 
Groton, St. John  299  10,000  10,098  15,000  33.77  50.17 
Leola, St. Paul  48  500  600  –  12.50  –   
Mansfield, Trinity  273  23,500  23,401  35,326  85.72  129.40 
Redfield, Messiah  152  500  –  –  –  –   
Stratford, St. Paul  43  4,000  4,000  4,000  93.02  93.02 
Wecota, Immanuel  86  6,800  8,752  10,442  101.77  121.42 
Circuit 1 Totals  2,768  $127,700  $151,328  $171,304  54.67  61.89 

Circuit 2 – Watertown
Aurora, First English  31  1,000  1,010  1,272  32.58  41.03 
Brookings, Mount Calvary  372  38,000  44,191  39,410  118.79  105.94 
Brookings, Peace  236  –  8,300  1,420  35.17  6.02 
Corona, Trinity  147  –  2,306  4,554  15.69  30.98 
Flandreau, Redeemer  38  3,000  3,000  3,000  78.95  78.95 
Milbank, Bethlehem  62  500  500  655  8.06  10.56 
Milbank, Emanuel  569  23,375  10,380  15,345  18.24  26.97 
Revillo, St. John  130  5,000  2,401  5,240  18.47  40.31 
Sisseton, Emanuel  161  4,400  4,400  4,400  27.33  27.33 
Watertown, Mount Olive  381  30,700  30,700  30,700  80.58  80.58 
Waubay, Zion  118  –  7,011  6,341  59.42  53.74 
White, Zion  78  –  4,053  2,373  51.96  30.42 
Wilmot, Our Savior  173  4,500  4,525  4,540  26.16  26.24 
Circuit 2 Totals  2,496  $110,475  $122,777  $119,250  49.19  47.78

Circuit 3 – Pierre
Blunt, Trinity  38  –  2,000  2,000  52.63  52.63 
Draper, St. Paul  22  –  250  –  11.36  –   
Gettysburg, Emmanuel  222  6,500  7,265  9,627  32.73  43.36 
Harrold, Immanuel  20  600  600  600  30.00  30.00 
Lebanon, Christ  23  300  300  425  13.04  18.48 
Midland, St. Peter  40  –  3,918  4,588  97.95  114.70 
Murdo, Messiah  75  3,000  3,635  3,407  48.47  45.43 
Norris, St. John  68  2,500  2,500  2,500  36.76  36.76 
Onida, Holy Cross  110  1,000  –  1,600  –  14.55 
Pierre, Faith  1,488  45,000  45,000  45,000  30.24  30.24 
Presho, Zion  95  1,500  –  1,500  –  15.79 
Reliance, Trinity  39  –  –    –    –    –
Rosebud, Rosebud Mission  –  753  1,625  –  – –
Circuit 3 Totals  2,240  $60,400  $66,221  $72,872  29.56  32.53

Circuit 4 – Black Hills
Black Hawk, Divine Shepherd  382  –  15,000  14,400  39.27  37.70 
Creighton, Emmanuel  52  –  267  439  5.13  8.44 
Custer, Our Redeemer  195  3,000  6,960  2,970  35.69  15.23
Deadwood, Grace  73  –  2,828  3,311  38.74  45.36 
Hill City, Our Savior  23  –  1,584  750  68.87  32.61 
Hot Springs, Bethesda  301  7,000  6,416  7,000  21.32  23.26 
Philip, Our Redeemer  50  –  400  –  8.00  –   
Rapid City, Bethlehem  447  26,930  29,236  29,214  65.40  65.36 
Rapid City, Our Redeemer  120  2,100  2,115  2,060  17.63  17.17 
Rapid City, Peace  522  21,000  26,485  19,781  50.74  37.89 
Rapid City, Zion  869  19,000  21,500  14,250  24.74  16.40 
Spearfish, St. Paul  345  41,000  41,000  40,500  118.84  117.39 
Sturgis, Blessed Emmanuel  27  –  1,806  2,095  66.89  77.59 
Wall, First    203  2,100  2,100  2,100  10.34  10.34 
Circuit 4 Totals  3,609  $122,130  $157,697  $138,870  43.70  38.48

Circuit 5 – Mitchell
Armour, Redeemer  223  8,000  8,000  16,000  35.87  71.75 
Chamberlain, Zion  401  –  16,472  13,199  41.08  32.92 
Delmont, Zion  96  16,000  16,000  16,000  166.67  166.67 
Dimock, Immanuel  169  19,000  23,704  25,789  140.26  152.60 
Emery, St. Peter  73  3,000  3,368  4,727  46.14  64.75 
Gregory, St. John  263  3,885  3,885  3,895  14.77  14.81 
Hamill, Zion  33  –   500  500  15.15  15.15 
Huron, Mount Calvary  771  70,000  70,000  82,932  90.79  107.56 
Mitchell, Zion  590  29,350  29,340  29,340  49.73  49.73 
Parkston, Faith  195  10,000  10,000  10,000  51.28  51.28 
Plankinton, St. Paul  174  8,000  8,000  9,000  45.98  51.72 
Tripp, Emmaus  64  –  1,700  6,000  26.56  93.75 
White Lake, Trinity  100  8,000  12,650  11,500  126.50  115.00 
Wessington Springs, Zion   75  –  650  650  8.67  8.67 
Winner, Christ  73  2,000  2,000  2,000  27.40  27.40 
Wolsey, St. John  216  13,400  13,400  13,445  62.04  62.25 
Woonsocket, Mount Olive  11  –  –  –  –  –   
Circuit 5 Totals  3,527  $190,635  $219,669  $244,977  62.28  69.46 

Circuit 6 – Freeman
Alexandria, St. Martin  81  –  1,000  –  12.35  –   
Canistota, Zion  229  –  4,405  2,157  19.24  9.42 
Emery, St. John  51  –  790  500  15.49  9.80 
Freeman, St. Paul  281  9,000  8,910  11,579  31.71  41.21 
Hartford, Trinity  97  –  3,000  2,500  30.93  25.77 
Howard, St. John  115  4,000  9,270  –  80.61  –   
Madison, Our Savior  210  3,600  3,600  3,300  17.14  15.71 
Marion, Bethesda  61  2,500  2,500  2,500  40.98  40.98 
Menno, Immanuel  63  4,500  4,500  4,500  71.43  71.43 
Montrose, St. John  88  –  –  300  –  3.41 
Parker, First English  43  2,000  2,000  2,200  46.51  51.16 
Scotland, St. Paul  36  50  600  600  16.67  16.67 
Spencer, Trinity  77  –  1,000  2,000  12.99  25.97 
Wentworth, St. Peter  183  7,750  7,820  7,970  42.73  43.55 
Circuit 6 Totals  1,615  $33,400  $49,395  $40,106  30.59  24.83 

Circuit 7 – Sioux Falls
Brandon, Blessed Redeemer  296  13,200  13,200  13,315  44.59  44.98 
Sioux Falls, Christ  90  1,500  2,550  1,500  28.33  16.67 
Sioux Falls, Faith  609  43,500  43,500  46,375  71.43  76.15 
Sioux Falls, Lord of Life  179  12,000  12,000  12,000  67.04  67.04 
Sioux Falls, Memorial  729  39,500  35,595  37,784  48.83  51.83 
Sioux Falls, Our Redeemer  320  27,400  23,617  15,117  73.80  47.24 
Sioux Falls, Resurrection  227  –  10,000  10,000  44.05  44.05 
Sioux Falls, Trinity of The Deaf  35  –  –  –  –  –   
Sioux Falls, Zion  637  40,000  40,000  43,000  62.79  67.50 
Tea, Risen Savior  97  8,400  7,951  7,341  81.97  75.68 
Circuit 7 Totals  3,219  $185,500  $188,413  $186,432  58.53  57.92

Circuit 8 – Yankton
Alcester, Peace  129  3,000  4,040  4,181  31.32  32.41 
Avon, Zion  191  5,000  5,025  5,945  26.31  31.13 
Centerville, First English  100  2,000  2,356  2,278  23.56  22.78 
Dakota Dunes, Holy Cross  169  23,530  25,576  25,919  151.34  153.37 
Fairfax, Trinity  88  4,500  2,500  4,500  28.41  51.14 
Hurley, Zion  40  2,750  2,750  2,750  68.75  68.75 
Springfield, Our Savior  28  –  –  –  –  –   
Tyndall, St. John  128  2,500  2,500  2,500  19.53  19.53 
Utica, Martinus  68  1,500  1,818  1,700  26.74  25.00 
Vermillion, Concordia  83  –  7,200  7,200  86.75  86.75 
Wagner, St. John  254  9,000  9,000  9,000  35.43  35.43 
Yankton, St. John  1,067  53,000  53,001  53,000  49.67  49.67 
Circuit 8 Totals  2,345  $106,780  $115,766  $118,973  49.37  50.73

GRAND TOTALS  21,819  $937,020  $1,071,266  $1,092,784  49.10  50.08
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share. In our life ministry there are 
many who mourn. Mothers who chose 
to have an abortion will mourn the loss 
of their unborn child, as will the fathers 
and other family members. 

Our fellow citizens will mourn the dis-
cord and violence of our time. Families 
with children who have special needs 
will mourn over the struggles and 
limits they work to overcome for their 
family hour by hour. 

Parents who cannot have their own 

LIFE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6)

What a wonderful South Dako-
ta District Higher Things youth 
retreat! Faith Lutheran Church, 
Pierre, hosted the event Jan. 1-2.

Twenty-five youth and adults 
were grounded again in God’s 
promises for us as men and wom-
en. Rev. Michael Salemink,  
Lutherans For Life executive 
director of Mission and Ministry, 
was the teacher for the weekend.

It was a blessing to hear, once 
again, that in this world, with more 
acceptance of homosexuality and 
gender dysphoria, the Gospel of 
Jesus and His love for all continues 
to break into the darkness and 
bring hope and forgiveness.

It’s not too early to make plans for 
joining your brothers and sisters 
in Christ in Pierre next January for 
more Higher Things youth events.

children mourn, a unique sense of lone-
liness or emptiness words cannot fill 
this side of heaven. These cannot be ad-
dressed virtually. All these instances of 
mourning need to be addressed directly 
with kindness and love most often 
shown in the presence of a caregiver, a 
person like you, sent by the Lord Jesus, 
filled by His Spirit, washed by His 
blood and moved by His compassion to 
bear another’s burden (Gal. 6:2).

Rev. Navurskis serves as pastor of Mount 
Calvary, Huron. He can be reached at 
pcnavurskis@gmail.com.

Reaching for  

HIGHER THINGS


